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First Methodist Church
Of Enterprise, AL

Our Vision
To transform the world with
the good news of Jesus
Christ

Our Mission Statement

Our mission is to help people

become disciples who know

God, grow as Christ followers,
and go live on mission.

Sloncraricm

James & Michelle Lambert
Carol Hamilton

SIGN UP FOR FMCE
PEW NEWS &
MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER

If you would like to receive our

monthly newsletter and/or
notifications via FMCE Pew
News, email
secretary@fmce.church or call
334-347-3467 and you will be
added to the distribution list.

RECORD OF
OUR FAITHFULNESS

Due to our accounting software

conversion, no numbers are available
to report for the month of July, 2026.

Thank you for your understanding.
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Sunday School Breakfast

Sunday School Small Groups will continue meeting in the
Fellowship Hall at 10am for Breakfast & Bible Study on
August 2, 9, and 16.

Kids will meet in the Lighthouse room.

ILE@SHN@ OF THE BACKPACKS

Monday, Aug 3 11:00 AM at

\/ the Carters’ Lake House

A bus will leave the church at 9:30 AM
Contact Gary Daniel at 706-405-0119 or
email clergygary@gmail.com to make a
reservation for bus ride and/or lunch.

] n Marinated Chicken Sandwiches and Homemade
<g>ﬁ i b Ice Cream Provided. Bring a side dish.
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Mark Your Calendar For

9TH-2:00-5:00
AUGUST 3%°- 9-11:30 AND 5-7:30-OPEN PLAY
AUGUST 17™ 9-11:30 AND 5-7:30-OPEN PLAY

AUGUST 24™ 9-11:3- AND 5-7:30-OPEN PLAY
AUGUST 31°" -9-11:30 AND 5-7:30-OPEN PLAY




Show Yourself Grace
A Word from Pastor Matt

As 1 write this newsletter article, I am in the middle of class, a class on spiritual formation. I am
also writing this two days before Janis publishes the article! Both points are important. We all,
every one of us, have both a spiritual life to nurture and a life to maintain. Jobs, families, service,
bills, worship, and all the things in between that demand our time and energy. Even pastors get
behind, sometimes on both! This month, I want to share some words of encouragement with you.

First, give yourself grace. The Lord shows His grace to us each time we sin. Ultimately, the
greatest gift of grace is salvation and our place in the Kingdom of God. Show yourself grace when
you are behind spiritually, when you beat yourself up because you are not meeting your standard.

Secondly, set standards that are attainable in your current life situation. If you set goals, spiritual
goals, for a life that is different than your current situation it is not a beneficial rule of life and it
will be more difficult to extend grace.

The greatest advice I could give you as I give it to myself is to acknowledge where you are now. If
you are busy then create a rule of life around being busy: 10 minutes here, 20 minutes there, in
your car, on the potty, in your closet hiding from spouses and kids for 5 mins of silence. However,
it works make it yours to where your life is right now. Show yourself grace, be gentle with your
soul, and acknowledge the truth of what you can do in this season, not the next.

Pastor Matt

AUGUST ACOLYTE & CRUCIFER SCHEDULE

August 2: Acolytes:  Elizabeth Dillard & Zander Schlieger
Crucifer: Harley Schlieger

August 9: Acolytes:  Havana Lett & Zander Schlieger
Crucifer: Mary Kathryn Marshall

August 16: Acolytes:  Claira Stuart & Walt Stuart
Crucifer: Maggie Lyons

August 23: Acolyte: Mary Kathryn Marshall & Harley Schlieger
Crucifer: Claira Stuart

August 30: Acolytes:  Havana Lett & Maggie Lyons
Crucifer: John Curry Lyons




Paster Billy's Neotes

Why Do We Sing?

ave you ever wondered why humans sing? We sing in our cars, we sing at work, we sing at

play, we sing in the shower; | guess we presume we can’t be heard in the shower while the

warm water pelts us! A baby sings as the happy “goo goos” come from its mouth or the

mother as she “la las” a crying baby to a comforting sleep. And don’t we all, at times, catch
ourselves humming a catchy tune, especially if we are trying to cover the fact that we don’t know what
we are doing!

Singing is a natural thing. All humans, unless physically handicapped, can sing. We can sing at any
time, any place, day or night. Singing is one of those gifts that God has given only to humans.

Singing is just for humans. Birds may chirp a melodic line, a donkey may bray, and hyenas laugh. Still,
only humans have the ability to blend words to create melody and harmony, producing a beautiful song
sung by one or a whole community.

Did you know that God sings? God actually sings over you with loud singing. Zephaniah 3:17 says
this: “The Lord your God is in your midst a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” (ESV) This verse tells
us five things about God. God is always with you; He is mighty, strong, brave, and He will save you;
He takes great delight in you; He will quiet you with His love; and He rejoices over you with loud
singing! Our God is a singing God; God the Father sings over His people here in Zephaniah v 17; God
the Son sang before He went to the Garden to pray, Matt 26:30; God the Spirit sings today through the
hearts and voices of we who love God and worship Him through truth and Spirit, Ephesians 5:18-21.

So, why do we sing? Because we can, and because we have a singing God! Singing is a marvelous gift
God has given only to humans. And if God sings over us, don’t you think He loves it when we sing and
praise Him? So next time you are at church, in the shower, in your car, or anywhere, just let it rip!
Sing loudly to God because, remember, God is singing loudly over you!

Do you like to sing? Have you ever thought of singing in a choir? If so, we have a place for you! Our
new choir season begins with our first fall rehearsal on August 5th at 6:00pm in the Choir Room. We do
need you and have a special place just for you. So, think about it and join the family!

Don’t forget, Christmas Choir begins on the first of September. For more information, give me a call or
text 334-494-4066.

Stnyg, "cerely,
Pastor Billy
334-494-4066 ~ music@fmce.church
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Romans 8:9-17 | Living Like We Belong

One of the deepest longings of the human heart is to know where we belong. We often build our

identity around our accomplishments, failures, careers, grades, athletic abilities, or the opinions
of others. Yet in Romans 8:9-17, Paul gently reminds us that our truest identity is found in

something far greater: we belong to God. . : . g
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Paul writes that the defining mark of a follower of Jesus is not simply attending church, knowing

Bible verses, or trying harder to be a better person. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit living

within us. "If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to him" (Romans 8:9).

Through faith in Jesus, God doesn't merely forgive us; He comes to dwell within us, giving us new life and making us His own.

New Testament scholar N. T. Wright observes that throughout Scripture, God's presence moved from the tabernacle, to the temple, to Jesus
Himself. Now, through the Holy Spirit, God's presence lives in His people. What an incredible privilege! Wherever we go, to our schools,
workplaces, athletic fields, music rehearsals, community events, or around our own dinner tables, we carry the presence of Christ with us. Every

conversation becomes an opportunity to reflect His love, grace, patience, and truth.

Wright's approach to Romans 8 is especially encouraging because it moves beyond simply "trying to be a better Christian" and instead asks,
"What kind of people is God creating?" Paul isn't handing us a checklist of religious duties. He is describing people whose hearts are being

transformed by the Holy Spirit.

This also changes the questions we ask. Instead of asking, "What does God want me to do?" Paul first asks, "What kind of person is God making

me into?" That's a much deeper question. As God shapes our character, our decisions begin to reflect the heart of Christ naturally.

Paul also reminds us that we are no longer slaves to our old way of living. Through Christ, sin no longer has the final word. Even when we

struggle, the Holy Spirit is faithfully at work, producing Christlike character in us day by day.

Perhaps the most beautiful truth of all is that we have been adopted into God's family. We are not merely forgiven sinners—we are beloved

sons and daughters who can confidently call God, "Abba, Father." We don't obey Him to earn His love; we obey because we already have it.

Application Question: Whether you're heading to work, walking the halls of your school, leading a meeting, practicing with your team, or

spending time with family, ask yourself: If I truly believed I am God's beloved child and that His Spirit lives within me, how would that shape

the way I speak, serve, and love the people around me?

FMCE Students

Sunday Morning Small Group 10:00 AM
The Gospel Project

Sunday Student Worship 5:00 Open Gym 5:30 Dinner & Bible Study
The Letter to the Church in Rome

Wednesday Night MDWK 5:30-7:.00 PM
Viewing the World According to God’s Word

Thursday AWAKEN 6:30 AM at The Daily Bread

Rev. Dr. Amy Young Young Adults

Y W
amily Ministries Pastor The Young Adults Small Group, led by JoDee Norwood,

familymin@f: .church : : :
AT GG, Chte meets on Sunday mornings at 10 in the Library.

256.750.1771
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) SR THEDATES MERGE CAMP UPDATE |
| J We had an absolute blast at Merge Camp. We |
N Wednesday night activities begin back learned how our lives need to ECHO Jesus. |
August 12th (4 We worshiped, played, got messy. got i

Fall Kickoff Auqust 16+h sunburned, swom, and learned a lot about
9 echoing Jesus with our actions even whenit |}
Joy Drops August 26th is hard, We bonded and learned things about |

Parent’s Night Out August 21st

each other, We spent 3 nights away from
parents and siblings, some for the first time
ever. We learned about spending money and
making choices, like buying a dancing Jesus,

KID SPOTUGHT

John Graham Jordan
John Graham is 4 years old and

1&—3 starting Pre-K in August, His favorite
Wi food is pizza and he loves sports

L P : especially baseball, tennis and football.

Milesa Eagan

Director of

John Graham loves going to the beach

|
|/‘ _ and being at church with his friends. He . ' - . "
N s by, | & loves going to kid's worship and singing Ch'ldren S M'nls*r|es =l
- Jk}w}g »(/ and dancing. His favorite Bible story is Chi'ﬂl“erI@fmce_church
. : Zacchaeus and his favorite song is My :
e f Lo God is so Big. He also loves giving 334-389-1070

offering in Big Church,

- I8 MERGE CAMP HIGHLIGHTS NN TR |




Mom’s Day Out
& Stepping Stones

“Children are a gigt from the Lord.”
Psam 127:3

Tammy Ezzell, Director
mdo@fmce.church ~ 334-393-2536

Welcome to our new school year! MDO/SSP Open House is scheduled for Wednesday,
August 5th. Please stop by anytime between the hours of 11-1 to meet your child’s
teachers and see their new classroom! Our first day of class will be Thursday, August 6th.

The first two weeks of school will be a time for children to get used to the routine of new
teachers, new friends and a new classroom and all of our weekly activities. Tuesday
mornings the children ages 2 years—rising 5 years old attend chapel in our beautiful
sanctuary, lead by our church staff and volunteers. Who help them recite monthly Bible
verse, lead them in a favorite song, and The Lord’s Prayer. We appreciate our church staff
and volunteers for helping our children grow spiritually and learn about Jesus and the
Bible. Once a month the children ages 3 years to 5 years of age walk to the Enterprise
Public Library for story time and a craft. On Thursday mornings our children enjoy music

and movement.

We are excited to be starting this year off with a new curriculum, ABC Jesus Loves Me.
ABC Jesus Loves Me™ is an educational ministry that equips adults with materials needed
to be intentional in educating children. ABC Jesus Loves Me provides five comprehensive,
research-based curriculaulum for ages 1-5 that focus on academics, development, and
Bible learning through play.

In His Service,
Tammy Ezzell MDO/SSP Director

wd,  wn VL e
« Happy Birthday!

Henry K. Aug. 5th
KaylaN.  Aug.12th
Dallas D, Aug.23rd

Welcome Back to Mom’s Day
Out and Stepping Stones Pre-
school as we

“Grow...
*T gether

Friendly Reminders:
Please join our FB Page @ FMCE MDOSSP

Each family will be issued two security fobs at no charge. If you need to purchase an
exrra security fob or replace a lost security fob, you will be charged $15.

ALL tuition is due on the 1st of each month We accept cash, check (made payable to
FMCE) or credit cards (3% processing fee will be added).

ALL students must have an up to date Imprint form in their file in the MDOQ/SSP office as
well as a Child Medical Report form filled out by their pediatrician, signed affidavit
stating that FMCE MDO/SSP is not licensed by the Alabama Department of Human
Resources. This form will be given to you at Open House or on the first day of school.

MDO/SSP classes begin at 8:30am and end at 2:30pm. Optional Early Care begins @
7:15 m and optional Extended Care ends @ 5:00pm.

Please Do Not park under the portico next to the Family Life Center (GYM) or in the
spaces marked for handicap parking in the Family Life Center Parking lot. If you drop off
or pick your child up in the gym please DO Not park under the portico.

MDO/SSP e -

will be closed - TLABO
Monday September 7th @AY{
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If you are looking for a church
home, Please join us at First
Methodist Enterprise on Sun-
day mornings! for our C3
Contmeporary Serveice @ 9 am
in the Fellowship Hall or ourTra-
ditional service in the sanctuary
@ 10 am.

Morning Prayer
for Kids @

Dear God,
Thank You for this brand-new day.
Thank You for my family, my friends,
and the love You give.
Please help me to be kind, to listen well,
And to share Your light wherever | go.
Keep me safe and help me learn,
Guide my heart to do what’s right.
I trust You and | love You, Lord—
‘&f Be with me all day and night. -

In Jesus’ name | pray,
$$ Amen.




Back to School, Back to Serving

As summer gives way to a new school year, our schedules quickly fill with classes,
sports, meetings, and family activities. Amid the busyness, let us remember the words of
Jesus: "The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45). There is no
better time to renew our commitment to serving God by serving others.

Our church is blessed with countless opportunities for every member to use their
unique gifts. Whether you feel called to welcome others as a Greeter or Usher, assist
with Wednesday Night Dinners, provide Office Help, serve in Celebrate Recovery
(CR) or Respite Ministry, teach Sunday School, Bible Studies, or Small Groups, or
support the Mary & Martha Ministry by preparing for church events, your service helps
strengthen our church family.

There are also opportunities to prepare meals, maintain our beautiful church grounds,
lift voices in the Choir, participate in Love Your City outreach, become involved in
Women's or Men's Ministry, or serve on the Contact Team, reaching out to encourage
members and welcome visitors. Angel Tree is coming up too!

Every act of service—whether seen or unseen—reflects Christ's love and helps build
His Kingdom. When we serve together, we create a church where everyone feels
welcomed, cared for, and connected. As we begin this new season, we invite you to
prayerfully consider where God is calling you to serve. Your gifts matter, your time
matters, and your willingness to say "yes" can make an eternal impact.

If you are interested in volunteering in any of the above listed ministries or want to talk
about a way you feel lead to help please don't hesitate to let me know by reaching out to
me @hospitality@fmce.church or grab me when you see me! | love talking about ways
to show hospitality and serve.

Let's make this school year a season of faith in action by putting Christ first and
serving with joyful hearts.

In His Service,
Deborak

Hospitality Coordinator
hospitality@fmce.church
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

The First Methodist Church of Enterprise Caregivers Support Group has been
organized and is working within the Enterprise community to service
individuals and families affected by dementia, Alzheimer’s, and other
illnesses that require constant caregiving or home health support. The
ministry, initiated in the fall of 2025, has seen steady increases in enrollment
and has an outreach arm that reaches veterans and other organizations to
First Methodist Church Enterprise bring‘ awareness to the importange of caregivers, the necessity of sufﬁcient
Where Your Loved Ones Are Loved caregivers, and the need for respite care. The group has been organized by
retired nurses and other volunteers.

According to data from stacker.com, approximately 11.6% of Coffee County’s 65+ population has Alzheimer’s
disease, which equates to approximately 1,100 people, a figure slightly lower than the 2024 State of Alabama
statistic of 11.8%. Alzheimer's is the most common form of dementia, and among the top 10 causes of death in the
U.S. Nearly all Alzheimer's patients are on government insurance, and estimates show that Medicare could spend
$2 billion to $5 billion annually on lecanemab and related care. This number is significantly less compared to
the $345 billion that Alzheimer's and other dementias cost in 2023, including nursing home stays, symptom
management medications, and other care for those with the disease, but daunting, nonetheless.

The U.S. has a shortage of specialists in elder and memory-related medicine and nurses providing care at nursing
homes and assisted-living facilities. In regions with high rates of Alzheimer's, these shortages could be
particularly catastrophic within the current models of care.

According to Alzheimer’s Impact Movement (AIM), more than 11 million provide care for the 7 million
Americans living with Alzheimer’s. This cost makes programs like the First Methodist Church of Enterprise
Caregivers Support Group vitally important and donations even more so. To date, the program has been wholly
supported by donations like yours. We hope to obtain some grant funding to enhance and improve this important
service to the community of Enterprise and other surrounding areas.

Thank you for your support of Respite Ministry at FMCE.

Prayerfully Yours,
Jean Johnson, Director
FMCE Respite Ministry 334-406-7964



https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/the-real-costs-of-the-new-alzheimers-drug-most-of-which-will-fall-to-taxpayers/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/the-real-costs-of-the-new-alzheimers-drug-most-of-which-will-fall-to-taxpayers/
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/facts-figures
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/15/health/alzheimers-burden-growing-report/index.html

ENTERPRISE CELEBRATE RECOVERY
CELEBRATE RECOVERY: BRINGING HOPE HOME

Renewed leaders. Stronger families. Hope for every generation. August is a season of new beginnings. Children return to
school, families settle into new routines, and calendars quickly fill with homework, practices, meetings, and activities.

Yet beneath the busyness, many families carry hurts, worries, and struggles that cannot be seen from the outside.

That is why we are so grateful that Celebrate Recovery offers hope and healing for the whole family!

RENEWED & READY
AUGUST EVENTS

This summer, we had the incredible opportunity to send nine Celebrate
Recovery leaders to the CR Summit in Hendersonville, Tennessee.

We joined CR ministries from across the country, to worship, learn, and
be reminded of the life-changing mission God has entrusted to us. Our
leaders returned with:

8/4 - Chip Night!
Come celebrate victories!

8/11 — Lesson 16: Amends ¢ Bemesed Spiritual, pass.ion
] o Stronger leadership unity
“Blessed are the merciful, for they . Pahical nunicing Meas
will be shown merey.” Matthew . A fresh commitment to serving others well
5:7 We were reminded that Celebrate Recovery is far more than a weekly

meeting. It is a safe community where people can experience the love of
Jesus and take honest steps toward freedom from their hurts, hang-ups,
and habits. Celebrate Recovery is a place where people can be known,

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of

God.” — Matthew 5: 9 loved, supported, and pointed toward the healing power of Jesus.
8/18 - Testimony Several of our leaders are also pursuing training as Mental Health
Hear how God uses CR to Coaches through Celebrate Recovery’s partnership with the American
transform lives! Association of Christian Counselors (AACC).
While our leaders are not therapists or counselors, this training will help
8/25 — Lesson 17: Forgiveness them recognize when additional support may be needed, respond with

compassion, and connect people with appropriate professional resources.
We want to be a ministry that listens well, loves deeply, and helps people
take the next step toward healing.

Putting Matthew 5:7 & 9 into
practice.

RECOVERY & HEALING: NOT JUST FOR ADULTS

As children and teenagers return to school, many face anxiety, loneliness,
bullying, grief, family changes, unhealthy friendships, and the pressure to
fit in. They need safe places where they can be heard, develop healthy
coping skills, and discover how deeply they are loved by God.

Celebration Place, for children in K through 6t grade, is often called the “precovery” ministry of Celebrate Recovery.
Through age-appropriate lessons, worship, activities, and caring relationships, children learn biblical truths and healthy
ways to process their emotions and experiences.

The Landing, for students in 7th through 12t grades, provides teenagers with a safe and supportive environment where
they can be honest about what they are facing. They discover that they are not alone, their struggles do not define them,
and Jesus offers hope, healing and a new direction.

As the new school year begins, please pray for our students, parents, teachers, school employees, and Celebrate Recovery
volunteers. Pray that our ministry will continue to be a place where every generation feels welcomed, supported, and
pointed toward Jesus.

Join Us on Tuesdays @ 5:45 pm in the FMCE Fellowship Hall
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PRAYER LIST

Please include the following in your daily
prayers. If you know someone who should
be included on this list, please feel free to
call the Church Office at 334-347-3467, or
email secretary@fmce.church to add your
request. If you see someone on this list
who needs to be removed, we would
appreciate that information as well. Please
pray earnestly for these and others you
have upon your hearts.

Our church family; Unspoken concerns;
The United States of America and all
our leaders; Our United States Military;
First Responders; Victims & families of
natural disasters; Area City & County
Schools; Herbert & Joyce Barr; Bennie
& Geraldine Beckham; Starla Bryars;
Craig Cody; Kevin Cohee; Dallas &
April Cross; Lynn Dieckow; Tammy
Ezzell; Debbie Grimes; Gene Gullo;
Regina Harper; Jean Hartley; Chris &
Donna Holland; Judy Holmes; Carl &
Earlene Jackson; Peggy lJeter; Betty
Johnson; Caro & Jack Kaiser; Travis,
Jennifer & Baby Michael Konrath;
Rev. Billy Luttrell; Joanne McCormack;
Blue Martin; Janet McHenry; Gene &
Katie Marcum; Blue Martin; Billy &

Laurielee Mixson; Bonnie Morgan;

Jordan Morrow; Dorothy Munns;
Kathryn Peacock; Joan & Steve Ray;
Mary Rollins;  Dottie  Schwartz;
Will Searcy, Sis Sherling; Reggie

Sorrells; Debbie Tarbox; Derek Tucker;
Lynda Tucker; Sarah
Williams;

Liam Tucker;
Pat
Williford; Cynthia Young; Marci Young.

Williams; Nancy

1 — Shirley Paramore

2 — Kathy Bynum, Faye Rowe, Katie Stuart

3 — Maggie Lyons

4 — Mary Catherine Wood

5 — Camille Bracewell

6 — None.

7 — Michael Hines

8 — Sylvia Smith, John Wyatt McCrea

9 — Milesa Eagan, Teddie Humphreys

10 — None

11 — Amelia Brown, Piper Easdale

12 — None

13 —John Martin Owens

14 — Lisa Martin, Denver Sasser

15 — Bubba Bryars, Michael Sheldon

16 — Geraldine Beckham, Keith Doot, Marcia Jones

17 — None

18 — Mason Cappadoro, Ken Peck

19 — None

20 — Stephanie Adams

21 — Debra Cherry, Astin Powers-Moe, Lee Murphy,
Jaxson Ward

22 —Elijah Tabler

23 — Brooke Bynum, Betty Fergus, Bobbie Harrison,
Joan McArthur

24 — Anne Couturier

25— None

26 — None

27 — None

28 — Hana Hutchison, Wendy Krajnik, Nancy Riegle

29 — Jan Sawyer, Ken Satterfield

30 — Scott Childress, Steffanie Childress, Shellye Foley,
James MacHaffie

31— None
Sepkombex
1-None

2—None

3 —Harry Oates
4 — Katie Sawyer
5 — Robert Jones

15
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Answer
Arithmetic

Art
Assignment

Backpack
Binder
Biology

Blackboard
Cafeteria

Calculator

Chair

Chemistry

Clock

Compass
Crayon

Curriculum

Desk

Dictionary

Drama

Dress Code

Eraser
Exam
Folder
Friend

Geography

Education

Globe

Glue
Grade
Gymnasium

Highlighter

Student
Subject
Test
Textbook
Tutor
Uniform
Write

Tape
Teacher

Question
Read
Recess
Respect
Ruler
Schedule
School Bus

Science

Math
Music
MNotebook
Open House
Paper
Pencil
Physics
Principal
Pupil

Protractor

Map
Marker

History
Kindergarten
Language
Learn
Lesson
Library
Listen
Lunchbox

@ 2018 puzzles-tu:u-print.c oI
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