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First Methodist Church 

Of Enterprise, AL 
 

Our Vision 
To transform the world with 

the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
 
 

  Our Mission Statement 

Our mission is to help people 
become disciples who know 

God, grow as Christ followers, 
and go live on mission. 

SIGN UP FOR FMCE 
PEW NEWS & 

MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to receive our 
monthly newsletter and/or 

notifications via FMCE Pew 
News, email 

secretary@fmce.church or call 
334-347-3467 and you will be 
added to the distribution list. 

  Record of  
Our Faithfulness 

  

April Total Budget Expenses    $  52,482 
April Budget Received              $  53,532 
April Budget Overage                    $    1,050 

 
April Capital Improvement   
   Expenses $       0      
April Capital Improvement  
   Received $    1,750 
April Capital Improvement  
   Overage  $    1,750 
 
April Ministry Plan Overage   $    2,800 
  

(Unaudited as of April 22, 2026) 
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UPDATE 
Dear Friends,  

 
 Great news!  I have an report on our pledges to share with you! Currently, as of 10:00am on       
April 20, 2026, we have $826,000 in pledges! We praise God for this update and for your generous 
support and prayers for this new project. What is even more amazing is that this is through fewer 
than 100 pledges. On any given Sunday, we have over 200 in worship. So please make sure you turn 
in your pledges as soon as you can. A pledge card is so important for our planning and yours, but 
even more so, it is a commitment of faith to this new ministry in building for the future. You can 
turn in your pledge card at any time by submitting it online or turning in the paper card.  

 
I also have some vital information to share with you. If you have already turned in your pledge card 
and are beginning to give with the offering envelopes, or if you are giving with the offering enve-
lopes in general, this is really important. Gina Cruz, our financial secretary, has informed me that 
we have had an influx of "Building Fund” notations on the offering envelopes. Historically, build-
ing fund donations and tithes have gone to the church’s Capital Improvement Budget, meaning 
those funds can only be used to improve our existing church property. These funds do not go di-
rectly to the new Children’s Ministry Center. If you have given to the “Building Fund” over the past 
few weeks, thinking it was meant for the Children’s Ministry Center project, please let Gina Cruz 
know ASAP by calling the office or emailing her at finance@fmce.church. If you do not use online 
giving and still use the envelopes or a check, please note if it is for the general building fund 
(capital improvements) or for the new Children’s Ministry Center for our records.  

As we continue in this pledge season for the new Children’s Ministry Center, I want you to know 
how important each gift is to this project. Every gift matters and makes a difference in this season 
as we build for the future. Please make sure to turn your pledge card in soon!  

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt 

mailto:finance@fmce.church
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May Acolyte & Crucifer Schedule 
 

 
 

May 3:   Acolytes: Harley Schlieger & Zander Schlieger 
   Crucifer:  TBD 

 

May 10:   Acolytes: Claira Stuart & Walt Stuart 
   Crucife: Mary Kathryn Marshall 

 

May 17:   Acolytes:  Elizabeth Dillard & Zander Schlieger 
   Crucifer: Harley Schlieger 

 

May 24:   No Acolytes & Crucifer Needed 
   One Service - Contemporary - Fellowship Hall 
 

May 31:   Acolyte:  Elizabeth Dillard & Havana Lett 
   Crucifer: Hadrian Lett 

Living Intentionally 
A Word from Pastor Matt 

I 
f you come by the office on Mondays around 10:00am, you generally won’t find our staff in the office. We 
meet in the Gathering Room for our weekly staff meeting at that time, and we use this time intentionally to 
plan, pray, and prepare for the upcoming weeks of worship and ministry. We spend time as a staff praying for 
each of you as we begin our meetings, and praying for our church. We have also started being intentional at 

the beginning of our meetings in how we prepare ourselves, going through books and resources for ministry. We 
just finished A Simple Life Changing Prayer about the importance of the Examen Prayer Practice by St. Ignatius. 
Currently, we are studying Ministry In The Image of God: The Trinitarian Shape of Christian Service by Stephen 
Seamonds. As a staff, we are diving deeply into the doctrine of the Trinity to learn how the communion of the 
Godhead affects our ministry and our own relationships within the community. In the second chapter, Seamonds 
argues for a biblical community modeled by the Trinity, stating that solitary religion is not biblical. Meaning for you 
and me, our faith is communal, our life is communal, and our relationships are communal. Just as the Trinity sets 
the precedent through the three distinct persons of the Godhead in inseparable community together, we too are to 
be in community with one another.  
The community at FMCE is not difficult to find if you look in the right places. On a Sunday morning, the best place 
to start is finding a Sunday School class to join. Currently, we have the Jeterites, Life Journey, Explorers, a 
college and young adult class, and the Follow Him Class. A new class has just begun in the YBMH with Bob 
Helms that meets earlier if you are in choir or serving in a role that keeps you from the current Sunday School 
hour of 10:00am. If there is a Sunday School class you’d like to start for a specific gender, age group, etc., talk to 
a staff member about how to get it started! Sunday School is a great way to engage in community with one 
another on a weekly basis. Wednesday nights are also a great way to join in community by attending Bible Study, 
volunteering with the Chancel Choir, sitting at a new table at dinner to get to know people, and through our 
Women’s Ministry Bible Journaling class. However, if you wish to join in community to an even deeper level, I’d 
recommend getting together with a few different people consistently throughout the week in what John Wesley 
called a Band (disclaimer…this is not a musical band). In this sense, a band is a group of 3-5 people who 
consistently gather together to pray for one another, encourage one another, and confess sins to one another as 
they journey towards holiness together. It is in the DNA of Methodism and a great way to forge a deeper 
connection and community with others.  
As May moves forward and the “fun” season of summer begins, I urge you to spend time in diligent prayer about 
how you can engage in community with others. Our faith is not solitary, nor is solitary faith biblical, but our faith is 
communal. Where is your community within the church?  
 
In Christ,  

Pastor Matt 
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Pastor Billy’s Notes 
 

A Choir Member’s Prayer 
 

H 
eavenly Father, how fortunate we are to have choir practice.  The congregation may or may 
not appreciate what we sing on Sunday, but oh, how we do rejoice in the preparation.  This 
is our opportunity to forget self and really work together.  In no other role must we so 
completely blend, balance, and strive for harmony.  Each of us is vital and important to the 

whole, but none of us alone can make it happen. 
 
Every week we have the chance to use whatever skill we have, whatever training, to prepare for our 
unique contribution.  Music is at once an offering to God, to the congregation, and to us.  What a perfect 
experience, even when the particular event may be less than perfection. 
 
It is the joy of rehearsal, of getting ready, that is the singer’s special bonus.  We thank you for the 
challenge, the opportunity, and the blessing.  Amen! 
 

It really is the joy of rehearsal that is the special bonus for every choir member.  Every performance is a 

challenge and a blessing.  Won’t you come and join us? This would be a great time to join the choir 

family. We have great rehearsals, and we have a place for you! 

 
 

 Sing”cerely, 

Pastor Billy  

Memorials 
 

Jane Jesson 
Martha Abernathy 

Jeterites Sunday School Class 
FMCE Circle 3 

 

 

Pat Lacey 
Life Journey Sunday School Class 

 
Frank McHenry 

Ginny & Charlie Canon 

Karen Dunham 
FMCE Circle 3 

Janet McHenry 
Ginny & Charlie Canon 

Honorariums 
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  “Children are a gift from the Lord.” 
Psalm 127 : 3 

Tammy Ezzell, Director 
mdo@fmce.church ~ 334-393-2536 

MAY 2026 
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Aligning Your Family Calendar with the Church Calendar:  
Living Out a Life of Service 

In the rhythm of everyday life, calendars quickly fill with school events, work commitments, sports 
practices, and social obligations. It’s easy for church activities to become just another item squeezed into 
whatever space remains. But what if we approached it differently? What if, instead, we allowed the 
church calendar to help shape the rhythm of our family life? 

Planning your family calendar around the life of the church is not about adding more to your plate—it’s 
about anchoring your time in what matters most. Worship, fellowship, service, and spiritual growth are 
not meant to compete with the rest of life; they are meant to guide it. When families prioritize church 
gatherings, seasonal events, and ministry opportunities, they begin to cultivate a shared sense of 
purpose and belonging. 

Children, in particular, learn not from what we say, but from what we consistently do. When they see 
their parents making space for Sunday worship, Wednesday night gatherings, small groups, and service 
opportunities, they begin to understand that faith is not a once-a-week activity—it’s a way of life. They 
see that church is not just a place to attend, but a community to invest in. 

Modeling volunteerism is one of the most powerful ways to reinforce this message. Serving together—
whether greeting at the door, helping with meals, assisting in children’s ministry, or participating in 
outreach—shows that everyone has a role to play. It teaches humility, compassion, and responsibility. It 
also shifts the mindset from “What do I get?” to “How can I give?” I would be happy to plug you in to 
Family Volunteerism-We have multiple ways that families can volunteer at FMCE.  

Volunteerism doesn’t have to be confined to church walls, either. When families embrace a spirit of 
service in their daily lives—helping a neighbor, showing kindness at school, supporting community 
efforts—they reflect the same values they practice within the church. This consistency helps children see 
that faith and service go hand in hand, wherever they are. 

There will always be competing priorities, and no family will get it perfect. But intentionality makes all the 
difference. Take time at the start of each season to look at the church calendar together. Talk as a family 
about where you can participate, where you can serve, and how you can support one another in staying 
connected. 

When we align our schedules with our values, we create space for deeper relationships, stronger faith, 
and a lasting impact—not just within our church, but within our homes. 

 

In His Service, 

Deborah 
Hospitality Coordinator 
hospitality@fmce.church 
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S.T.A.R.S. 
STARS Meeting at Henderson Park 

Our next STARS meeting will be at Johnny 
Henderson Park on Monday, May 4, at 11:30 
am.    We will cook hamburgers and hot dogs.  
Tea and ice, plates, cups and utensils will be 
provided.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 

share with your STARS companions.   

We have reserved Pavilion 5, which is close to parking and the ground is fairly level.   Car pool 
if you can!   If you have a lawn chair or two, please bring them.  I hope you can come out and 
enjoy the day.  Invite a friend to this picnic.  Page Dionne will bring his guitar and share a song 
or two.  It will be a toe-tapping good time.  In case of rain, we will meet at the church, but either 
way, the party will go on!   

Please contact me at 706-405-0119 or email clergygary@gmail.com to let me know you are 
coming.   

 -Pastor Gary 
FMCE Pastor Emeritus 

 

Respite Ministry at First Methodist Church of Enterprise is doing well.  

We have a wonderful group of Respite volunteers who are flexible and 

always ready and willing to cover the areas that need attention.  Our 

volunteer spotlight this month is on Page Dionne.  We are very 

fortunate to have Page play and sing for us during the last thirty 

minutes of our day.  It is our favorite part of the day, and our 

participants really look forward to it, too.  Thank you, Page, for your 

faithfulness in sharing your time and talent. 

This summer we will welcome another class of nursing students from Enterprise State Community 

College.  They are part of a thriving nursing program at ESCC, and this is part of their experience in 

shadowing hands-on health care in the community.  There will be a Respite training for the summer 

nursing student volunteers Wednesday, May 27, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  We 

could use more volunteers in general, so if you are interested, please 

join us to receive an overview of Respite and information on how to 

be an effective volunteer.  Call me for more information. 

Thank you all so much for your prayers and support.  We are holding 
our own with participants, but we want to grow this summer as we 
ease into our second year.  Respite Ministry at FMCE will be one year 
old on September 9, 2026.  

Blessings, 
Jean Johnson, Director 
FMCE Respite Ministry334-406-7964 

 at First Methodist Church Enterprise  
   Where Your Loved Ones Are Loved 

mailto:clergygary@gmail.com
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What if freedom is closer than you think? 

The Lie Many Believe 
“You’ve undoubtedly heard the expression that “time heals all wounds.” Unfortunately, it isn’t true. As a pastor I 

frequently talk with people who are still carrying hurts from 30 or 40 years ago. The truth is – time often makes 

things worse. Wounds that are left untended fester and spread infection throughout your entire body. Time only 

extends the pain if the problem isn’t dealt with. 

Celebrate Recovery … is more effective in helping people change than anything else I’ve seen or heard of. Over 

the years I’ve witnessed how the Holy Spirit has used this program to transform literally thousands of lives at 

Saddleback Church and help people grow toward full Christlike maturity.”  - Pastor & Author Rick Warren 

 

Part of My Story 

Those words are written in the foreword of CR’s step study books.  And when I read them for the first time in 

2011, they created a paradigm shift inside me.  I had lived with the belief that “time heals all wounds” my whole 

life.  That somehow the farther away in time I was from events that hurt me deeply, they would magically get 

better.  And when I read what Rick Warren wrote, I knew in my heart that belief WAS a lie.  I learned that the 

things I thought were healed by time had affected almost every area of my life in a negative way.  I learned why I 

was so angry, unhappy, anxious, and weary on the inside while masking my feelings behind a smiling, happy 

façade.  I also learned what I could do to tend to these wounds so I would no longer have to “fake it ‘til I make 

it.” 

Why Celebrate Recovery exists. 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered ministry where real people find real hope through the healing power of 

Jesus Christ. It is a place to be honest, to grow, to let go of what weighs us down, and to discover the freedom 

God desires for each of us.   

In April, twenty-five of our FMCE Celebrate Recovery family attended the Fresh. Real. Free. Conference in 

Dothan with Johnny and Jeni Baker who are the Global CR Leaders from Saddleback Church. We had a powerful 

time of encouragement, worship, teaching, and renewed vision as we continued learning how to better serve 

our church and community by working on the one thing we have control over – ourselves. I know this 

experience will bring back fresh passion, real connection, and greater freedom—not only for our leaders, but for 

everyone who walks through our doors. 

Come as you are! 

We have an open table for you on Tuesday nights at 5:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Even if your life is “fine,” 
CR is a great place to strengthen your relationship with God and others, and to have a place where you belong.  
Because none of us should walk alone.   
In His Service, 
Heather Ormsby 
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FMCE FINANCE MOMENT 
Spring is a season that reminds us of renewal, growth, and the quiet ways God works 
through faithful people. As your Finance Committee (and I in particular), we want to begin 
by expressing sincere gratitude to our church family. Because of your faithful giving and 
careful stewardship, our church concluded the past year with a financial surplus. That is a 
blessing and a testimony to the generosity and commitment of this congregation. Thank 
you for the many ways you support the ministry and mission of our church. 

Scripture reminds us that giving is not simply a financial act—it is an act of worship and 
trust.   In 2 Corinthians 9:7, we are told that “God loves a cheerful giver.” When we give 
faithfully, we participate in the work God is doing through His church, supporting 
ministries that strengthen faith, serve our community, and share the Gospel. 

One of the most important ministries of any church is investing in the next generation. In 
Deuteronomy 6, we are instructed to “teach these truths diligently to our children.” 
Passing down faith has always been part of God’s plan for His people. It is how the 
church remains vibrant across generations. 

For that reason, our church has recently taken an important step forward by approving 
the Children’s Ministry Center building project. While the project includes a building, its 
purpose is much greater than bricks and walls. It represents our commitment to 
discipleship—to creating spaces where children and families can grow in faith for 
decades to come. 

Over the past few weeks, our congregation has prayerfully considered pledges toward 
this project. These pledges, which are due by May 10th, help guide the church as we 
move forward responsibly in this effort. If you’re a little late, then we’ll still welcome your 
pledge and ask that you get this in as soon as possible. As a reminder, the Children’s 
Ministry Center pledges are intended to be commitments made over time and above 
normal giving. 

At the same time, the ongoing ministry of our church continues to rely on the faithful 
weekly and monthly giving of our congregation. Our regular offerings support worship, 
missions, outreach, discipleship, and the daily life of the church. Both forms of giving—
our regular stewardship and our participation in special opportunities like the Children’s 
Ministry Center—reflect the same heart of faith. 

As we enter this season, we simply ask each family to continue praying about how God is 
leading you to participate. As Malachi 3:10 reminds us, God’s people are called to bring 
their offerings faithfully and trust Him with the results. 

Thank you again for the generosity, faithfulness, and spirit of unity that make our church 
such a blessing. We are grateful to serve alongside you as we invest in the future God is 
building here. 

~Jon Heath 

FMCE Finance Committee 
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PRAYER LIST 
Please include the following in your daily 

prayers.  If you know someone who should 

be included on this list, please feel free to 

call the Church Office at 334-347-3467, or 

email secretary@fmce.church to add your 

request.  If you see someone on this list 

who needs to be removed, we would 

appreciate that information as well.  Please 

pray earnestly for these and others you 

have upon your hearts. 

 

Our church family; Unspoken concerns; 

The United States of America and all our 

leaders; Our United States Military; First 

Responders; Victims & families of natural 

disasters; Area City & County Schools;  

Jake Archie, Herbert & Joyce Barr; Bennie 

& Geraldine Beckham; Starla Bryars; 

Tamera Campbell; Craig Cody; Kevin 

Cohee; Lynn Dieckow; Deanna Dionne; 

Jodi & Keith Doot; Tammy Ezzell; Gene 

Gullo; Regina Harper; Jean Hartley; Judy 

Holmes; Carl & Earlene Jackson; Peggy 

Jeter; Betty Johnson; Caro & Jack Kaiser; 

Travis, Jennifer & Baby Michael Konrath; 

Rev. Billy Luttrell; Joanne McCormack; 

Janet, Eric & Beth McHenry; Gene & 

Katie Marcum; Billy & Laurielee Mixson; 

Bonnie Morgan; Jordan Morrow; Dorothy 

Munns; Kathryn Peacock; Joan & Steve 

Ray; Mary Rollins; Dottie Schwartz; Sis 

Sherling; Reggie Sorrells; Debbie Tarbox; 

Derek Tucker; Liam Tucker; Lynda 

Tucker; Sarah Williams; Pat Williams; 

Nancy Williford; Cynthia Young; Marci 

Young. 

 

 

 

 
 

May 
 

 

1 – Diane Alpeter, Mary Elizabeth Sherling  
2 – None 
3 – Jean Russell 
4 – Reed McDaniel 
5 – Shannon Chancey 
6 – Savannah Campbell 
7 – None 
8 – William Stuart 
9 – None 
10 – Mace Bradford, Carryne Chancey, Grant Lyons  
11 – None 
12 – Bill Carr, Tom Samuels, Harley Schlieger, Steven Viands,      
        Ginger Young 
 13 – Melody Todsen, Annie Wakeling 
 14 – Annie Bracewell, Ella Katherine Gammill, Megan Hines,  
        Sebastian Warren 
 15 – None 
 16 – None 
 17 – None 
 18 – Lynn Dieckow, Alex Stuart 
 19 – Bill Feagin, Keely-Shea Speigner  
 20 – John Curry Lyons 
 21 – Lauren McInnis 
 22 – Finn Easdale 
 23 – Phillip Norwood 
 24 – Felicity Robinette, Frances Strickland 
 25 – None 
 26 – Jay Beckwith 
 27 – Jon Chappell Chancey, Ashley Charlton 
 28 – None 
 29 – Jean Johnson, Charlie Campbell 
 30 – None 
 31 – None  
 
 

June 
1 –   None 
2 –   Mary Helen Tarbox 

3 –   Scott Alpeter  
4 –   Bowen Beckham, George Chattin, Michelle Strickland 
5 –   None 
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